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Cons1DERATIONs on the State of the Britifh Trade, &¢- 





From Thurloay, April 8. to Saturday, April ro. 1714. 





We our felves the Caufes of carrying our Wool out of the Nation into Frartce. 
Why the French have made Improvements in our Manufactures now, and never did before. 


The French have not Wooll in 


ualtty, or in 


uantity. 


If they had it, why did they not work it formerly ? If they had it not formerly, and have it now, 


when did they get it ? 


The Encouragement to their Manufactures has been our Wooll, and laying high Duties on our 


Goods. 


As the Treaty takes thofe Duties of and it is our Work to keep our Wooll from them, do both 
e 


thefe and we put a {top to-all t 


-. 


French Improvements when we pleafe. 





faid, that the great reafon of the carrying out of 

thefe Countries into France fuch great Quantities 

of Wooll-is found to be in our felyes, and the 
Oppofers of the Treaty of Commerce, as it is now fet- 
led, are the only true OULERS, or Tranfporters of 
Wooll, let their new Foreigner turn’d Author for them 
defend them if he can. 

That the French are very much encreafed and impro- 
ved in Woollen-Manufa€tures more than they were for- 
merly, tho’ nothing like what ‘thefe Men pretend to is 
true, and no Body queftions ir. 

The MERCATOR withes fome of the People on 
the other fide, Foreigners or Englifh, let them be who 
they will, or who can rather, would come fo the Point, 
and without Preambulations and Circumlocutions, tell 
us the true Reafon why, and Means how the French have 
made thefe Improvements juft now, and never before. 

That they were never before they muft grant, other- 
wife they may not be called Improvements, and other- 
wife alfo, the great Quarrel at the Treaty of Commerce 
will be taken away. But they will not difpute that with 
us, their own Papers are full of it, that the French are 
Pt: e980 improved and encreafed in their Woollen- 

Aanufactures of Jate Years, that they are arrived ata 
great Perfection, &c. that they make as good as we do, 
that they underfel us, &c. 

Now let them go back Hiftorically; when did they 
begin it, and come on gradually ? How did they proceed, 
let them enquire particularly what Methods did they 
Improve? By what Means Encreafe ? Was it that they 
had the Means, viz. the Materials before, but did not 
make ufe of them? Or was it that they have fallen into 
Methods to get the faid Materials abroad, either where 
they did not get them before, or in greater Quantities 
from the fame Places than they had before, or if they 
had their Materials, &c. for Manufacturing among them- 
Selves? $s ic that they have greater Encouragements for 


| T is apparent in a few Words from what has been 


the fale of their Goods than they had before ; and if fo, 
whence are thofe Encouragements ? All thefe Enquiries 
will appear ufeful in this Cafe ; and if thele Men could 
be ingenuous they would anfwer dire<tly to them all, 
and put an end immediately to the Debate about the Bill 
of Commerce. 

But fince this is not to be expeéted from them in the 


Temper and on the Principles they now aét from, the 
MERCATOR fhall endeavour ro ftate the Truth 


_ of Fad, as it lies as ftee from Difficulties as he can, and 


as little liable to the Cavils of his unfair Adverfaries as 
may be. 

1. It is moft true, in fpight of all Pretences to the 
contrary, that the French have not Wooll, ‘fitting in 
Finenefs, or fufficient in Quantity in the whole King- 
dem of France for the makirg thofe Manufaétures 
which we {peak of, and which we fay they are to out- 
do us about in any Quantity, capable to fupply their 
own Demands, much lefs any foreign Trade. 

If they have this Wooll, and have the Spinners and 
Weavers, and can make thefe Goods, where did they 
get it ? Either they had it always, or but lately in them- 
felves, or from abroad ? If always in themfelves, whac 
did they do with ir? Why never go to Work with it 
till now? Why never make Improvements till now ? 
If they got it lately, when was it, and from whencé ? 
Let us know how it was, that what is alledged from it 
may have fome Foundation, other than bare*Affirma- 
tion without Proof, which in this Age will go down 
with no Rody. 

Now if it istrue that they have not Wooll of their 
own, than all thefe mighty Improvements muft be by 
Wooll gotten from other Nations ; What they get from 
Spain, from Barbary, from Germany, and from Tur- 
key we know, and the feveral Ufes it is fit for we know, 
and all that they may do with that they might have 
done before, and therefore that Part cannot juftlyebe 
called an Improvement. 


But 











— 























.@p But the Improvement muft arife, either from theit 


staining more Materials than they had before, to make 
ger Quantities with, or their obtaining fome Advan- 
@iee in the Market for the Vendof their Goods, than 

y had before ; and both thefe are in our Cafe, and 

th are againft the Oppofes of the prefent Scare of 

r Commerce. 

The Means of their Manufa&turing is our Wooll, 
which they have found ways to procure in greater 
Quantities than ever ; this lies upon us to take care.of. 

The Encouragement of their Manufaéture has béen, 
that they have from time to time obtain’d high Duties 
to be laid upon the Englifh Manufactures, whereby they 
have at laft as good 4s prohibited them; fo that nei- 
ther by the Goodnefs or Cheapnefs of the Englith, 
the Sale of the French might be hindred. 

Let any one produce other Reafons for this if they 
can. 

It is manifeft, that without our Wooll they cannot 
go on; why elfedo they give fuch Prices, run fuch Ha- 
zard§, and be at fuch Expences to get it froth us? 

It is as manifeft alfo, that even with our Wooll they 
could make no confiderable Progrefs in their Manu- 
factures, or go on with Succefs, ull partly by their own 
high Duties and partly by our foolifh Prohibitions, 
they had fhut our Manufaétures out of their Markets. 
If it was not fo, Why gid they not do it before s Why 
not many Years or Ages before? For by the fame Me- 
thods and Encouragements they might have gotten our 
Wooll from us then as well as now. 

Let them Turn it and Twift it which way they will, 
it will be every way againft them. 

If you think your Wooll enables them, ftop that, and 
Keep it from them, as no doubt but many ways may 
be found to do. 

If you find the keeping out our Manufactures from 
the French Markets, but on the payment of exorbitant 
Cuftoms, is the Cafe ; then why do you not accept of 
a Propofil to take thofe Duties off, and open the 
Trade again? But, fay you, the Remedy is worfe than 
the Difeafe ; well then, why do you Complain? Let 
the French go on and make your Manufaétures, under- 
fell you and beat you out of the Trade alfo, nay, and 
Engrofs all the Trade of Furope, as certain of your 
grave Philofophers have faid they bid fair to do, and if 
the Remedy is worfe than that Difeafe, it is very hard. 

‘In fhort ; The only way then left us, as well to Hop 
our Weoll from going into France as to ftop the Frenc 
Improvements in our Manufactures, is to have our 
Goods openly admitted into France on eafie Terms, and 
on low Duties, that’ the Goodnefs and Cheapnefs of 
our Manufacture may, by its own Weight, overthrow 
and deftroy the other, as it is plain it muft and will do. 
This will Cheque their Improvements, and this alone 
will do it. -If their Markets are fpoiled, their Manu- 
factoring will follow of courfe ; if they come to bring 
their Manufactures to Market with ours, their Trade is 
gone, they will Decline as faft as they have Rifen, and 
muft fell very much Cheaper than we, or nor fell at all ; 
as is their Cafe now in all the foreigin Markets where we 
meet with them. 

When it is come to this, we fhall find their Demand 
for our Wooll Jeffen of courfe ; and add to this, all 
the poflible Methods we may and ought to take to keep 
out Wooll entirely trom them, and, at worft, to make 
it as Difficult and Dear to come at as podlible.. Thefe 
are the plain Meafures to reduce the French Trade, and 
put a flop to their Improvements in the Woollen Ma- 
nufactures: For example, 

Stopping our Wooll ters to making their Manu- 
fatures fall in Goodnef§ for want of Englith Wooll to 
mix with their coarfe hairy Stuff, orto make them rife 
in Price by the Difficulty and Dearnefs of getiing Eng- 
lith Wooll. 

Both thefe, the Trade being open, gives the Advan- 


‘ 


tage to the Englith Manufactures in the Markets of 


euehivea 


P eagine: ase confequently the French not be {0 eager 
for our Wooll. 

Thus flopping our Wooll will give our Manufaftures 
an Advantage upon the Trade’s being Opened, and 
Opening the Trade will afift us in keeping our Wooll 
at home, by making the French lefs eager for it, and 
lefs able to give fuch large Encouragements for the car- 
rying it off. 

The MERGATOR fees but one way for any 
Body to anfwer this, and it is confefs'd it isa way, how- 
ever hateful, yet much practis’d by our Oppofers, (viz.) 
Giving the Lye to every thing by Lump, and roundly 
denying in the’ Grofs whatever is faid; as thus: The 
French have Wooll enough; The French have as good 
Wooll as the Englith ; The French make as good loth 
as the Englifh; The French Work cheaper than the 
Englifh; The French can Underfell us ; And the French 
will have all the Trade, tho’ all the high Duties were 
taken off from our Goods, nay, tho’ you were to have 
a sae iven to carry them into France. 

But if this were true, as every Word of it is abomi- 
nably falfe, it were another Cafe : If their Wooll was as 
good as ours, why do they give fuch a Price for ours, 
even twice as much as we give ourfelves? If they had 
enough of it, why do they ranfack, as we may call ir, 
all the Queen's Dominions for our Wooll ? If they make 
as good Cloth and Cheap where is it ? Why was there 


never a Frenchman, Lord Duke, Ambaffador, or any 


thing that ever came here with a good Coat on his 
Back ? Why do the Gentry and Nobility of France al- 
ways make New Cloaths here when they go home 
again ? If they are able to Underfell us, tho’ all the 
high: Duties on ours were taken away, why do they 
ftickle fo hard againft taking them away? Indeed, why 
did they lay them on? And, which is ftill more, why 
do they continue to fend for our Woollen Manufactures 
notwithftanding the intolerable Duties of 70 per Cent. 


which they pay in France ? As appears by the following 
Account. 





From the Cuftom-Houfe. 


Exported to France in Four Days, 
April 2, 3, 5, 6. 


20 Stuffs 
41 Double Bays 
20 Says 
52 Serges 
8 dozen Hofe 
4 Long Cloths 
16 Short Cloths 
Certain Apparel 
1244 Ib. Carmenia Wooll 
9320 Ib. Cotton Wooll 
+ 2 as an Hair 
on 10 C. Copperas 
"Ton 6C, Mow 
27 Ton 12C. Logwood 
4 Ton Foftick 
, 22 Fodder i0C. Lead - 
9 C. Elephants Teeth 
500 Ib. ‘Myrrh y 
6 C. Gauls | 
168529 Ib. Virginia Tobacco 
3c Quarter Oarmeal 
2 pair Smiths Bellows 
10 dozen Whips 
17 C. Wrought Iron 
100 ee 
2173 Fans 
30 Giions Canary 
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